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GOLF  -  URUGUAY

The small country of Uruguay, squeezed in between its much larger neighbours Argentina and Brazil used to be known as the Switzerland of the Americas, due to its bucolic tranquillity and stability.  Although political upheaval in the 1970s and 80s on a par with turmoil in many other South American countries tarnished its reputation in this sense, the country has held its own as a tourist destination, with rolling plains and low hills dotted with charming colonial towns which seem to be lost in time as well as the famous white sandy beach resorts of Punta del Este, frequented by international celebrities.  It is also agreeably surprising after coming from Buenos Aires to meet a friendly, cultured and hospitable population which tends to take things in a far more relaxed manner than the frenzied and rushed porteño.  

MONTEVIDEO 

Montevideo, the capital and only large city in the country, sprawls along the banks of the River Plate, almost directly opposite Buenos Aires. It is a picturesque blend of colonial Spanish, Italian and Art Deco styles. Of most interest is the Ciudad Vieja, the old city built on a peninsula close to the port and harbour, which makes for a pleasant sightseeing walk.  Of particular interest is the statue of the national hero Artigas atop of his black marble mausoleum in Plaza Independencia; the Salvo palace built in 1927 and once the tallest building in South America; the National Historic museum which consists of four different homes displaying period furniture, works of art, books and clothes as well as the Gaucho museum which has an impressive collection of items from Uruguay’s rich gaucho past.  Also worth a visit is the Mercado del Puerto, once the busiest port in South America and now a colourful and lively shopping and recreational area of restaurants, markets and street artists and musicians.  

Club de Golf del Uruguay

Designed by Allister McKenzie in 1934, the 36-hectare estate is in the south of the city, just 5 minutes from the centre in wooded parkland facing the sea.  An  18 hole course  72 par.  

Club de Golf del Cerro

The 18 hole course,  73 par is known for its excellent design as well as the beautiful views of the bay, the sea and the fortress. In 1913 the American Swift slaughterhouse and cold-storage plant was built in this part of the city and, as was customary with Swift, a golf course was added to the plans. The club house was brought over from Chicago and the club was baptized CHIMONT, Chicago-Montevideo. In the 1930s, the famous designer Dr Allister McKenzie was given the responsibility of re-designing the club and finally in the 1950s, when the Swift company closed, the club was renamed El Club de Golf del Cerro.  
PUNTA DEL ESTE

Some 130 km from Montevideo, the town of Punta del Este curves around an attractive bay looking out onto the Atlantic Ocean, spread out along the beautiful Uruguayan coastline known for its broad, soft, white beaches. It has gained a reputation world-wide for its international conferences and film festivals, although its main attraction is considered by many to be its spectacular beaches and nightlife, making it one of the top resorts in South America.  

While moneyed Argentines and Brazilians have built spectacular mansions along the magnificent coastline, celebrities, beautiful people and jet-setters from across the globe come to Punta del Este, the neighbouring villages of La Barra and the more exclusive Jose Ignacio for the sunshine, the fresh air and the high-octane nightlife. Its sleek marina, excellent restaurants, chic boutiques, art galleries, two casinos and many golf courses make Punta del Este the perfect setting for a sophisticated and cosmopolitan culture as well as a swinging social scene. 

Cantegril Country Club Golf

Set amongst the sand dunes, surrounded by forests of pines, eucalyptus and mimosa, the Club offers an 18 hole course pleasantly characterised by rolling ups and downs, and a 17th hole worthy of note known as the ‘Diablito’, the little devil, with a hillock to the left and a double bunker to the right, while the 18th hole is called ‘Encanto’, charm, with a broad fairway.  

Club del Lago Golf

One of the most beautiful golf courses in Uruguay, the Club del Lago Golf lies in between a complex of artificial lakes and a natural lagoon, home to a large number of birds and waterfowl.  The 18 hole course is artfully landscaped with pine trees.  
CARMELO 

Four seasons resort golf course

Designed to be the number one course in South America, specialists wax lyrical about the beauty of its natural setting among the gentle rolling hills with its many placid lakes, glorious flowers and other attractive trees and bushes.  The course was designed by an international team from the prestigious firm American Golf Course Design LTDA who included details worthy of appreciation from true experts, such as the quality of the putting green, challenging white sand bunkers and lakes that play with perspective and seem to expand the longer you look at them.  


